15t Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2026

Zion Lutheran Church
814 West Brooks St. P.O. Box 371
Arlington, MN 55307
Church: 507-964-5454
Email: zion.elca.814@gmail.com
Web: zionarlington.org // YouTube: Zion ELCA Arlington MN



Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells
of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the
fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among
us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Fairest Lord, Jesus
One License #1047309

Near the Cross
One License #195290

He Leadeth Me

One License #111942

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.



Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through  Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

HYMN Earth and All Stars! RED ELW #731
(Vs.1,4 &5)

1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Refrain
God has done marvelous things.
| too sing praises with a new song!

4 Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band! Loud cheering people!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain



5 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son! Loud praying members!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Text © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
One License #87045

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE—GIory be to God in Heaven RED ELW page 204

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

O Lord God,

enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all
that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning
with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

’So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked,

“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood | will require at
your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

0 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?” 1! Say to them: As | live, says the Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40

33Teach me, O LoRrD, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

3¢ Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

39Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgments are good.

40Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law.
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future
God has in store for us.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” *° Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 2 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy.



¥ nstead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE RISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia RED ELW page 205

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against
another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *> “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained
that one. 1 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. ’ If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax

collector. 2 Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. *° Again, truly | tell you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. 2° For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON ON THE STEPS

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace

1 Lord of all nations, grant me grace
to love all people, ev'ry race;
and in each person may | see
my kindred, loved, redeemed by thee.

2 Break down the wall that would divide
thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side.
My neighbor’s good let me pursue;
let Christian love bind warm and true.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt.
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.
One License #11441 & Public Domain

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

RED ELW #716
(Vs.1&2)



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
THE PEACE
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING Bouree
One License #241472
OFFERING HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving RED ELW #689

(Vs. 1)

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer
for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

One License #13262



OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

HOLY HOLY HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest.

RED ELW page 207

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord, Jesus Christ took bread, gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for

you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the

forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

COMMUNION

(Zion practices an open table. God welcomes everyone to come forward. Young children may
receive bread and a blessing. If you prefer not to receive, fold your hands and receive a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please ask your servers. Come to the Lord’s
table and share in the feast!)

LAMB OF GOD RED ELW page 208
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION In the Cross of Christ | Glory

Public Domain

| Will Serve Thee

CCLI #14040
COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

*+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



CLOSING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing RED ELW #543

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much | love you, what | can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
One License #110843

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE On Our Way Rejoicing

Public Domain
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Weekly Announcements

Please keep these family, friends and members in your
prayers: Dilshad and Sonya Perani, Gary Revier and Deb Otto

Welcome Guests!
Please sign the visitor book in the entrance to the sanctuary.
We are glad you are here!

Hunger Jar for the month of September is designated to Sibley County
FoodShare.

Pictures for the Announcements: What are you doing this summer? Send a
picture into the office to be included on the announcement slides.

Weekly Weekly Debt ELCA

Operating | Operating Retirement | Missions | Hunger Parking
Date Offerings Goal Jar Lot
8/30/2026 | $ 1,182.00 | $ 4,038.31 $ 500.00 $ 20.00 $ 3912 | $ 10.00
Other
donations $ 682.00 $ 20.00
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This Week at Zion:

Sunday, September 6 9:00a Worship w/Holy Communion
Monday, September 7 Office Closed
Tuesday, September 8 10:00a Quilting
Wednesday, September 9 6:00p Committee Meeting
7:00p Church Council
Thursday, September 10 10:00a Adult Bible Study
Sunday, September 13 9:00a Worship w/Holy Communion
10:00a Sunday School
10:15a ZCW General Meeting

LSS Meals on Wheels Monday—Friday 9:00a—12:00p

Pastor Gretchen Pierskalla
952-237-1060
pastor@zionarlington.org

Hours for the week of September 6
Tuesday, September 8 — 10a-4p

Stacy’s Office Hours
Monday—Thursday, 2:30p-5:00p




