
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 9, 2026 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Zion Lutheran Church  
814 West Brooks St. P.O. Box 371 

Arlington, MN 55307                                                                                                     
Church: 507-964-5454 

Email:  zion.elca.814@gmail.com 
 Web:  zionarlington.org  //  YouTube:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 



Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of 
sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. 
Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to 

seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture 
and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us 

forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

  

 
 

PRELUDE                 How Firm a Foundation 
One License #81568 

 

Adagio 
One License #FBC-A027521    

 
WELCOME 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 



Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN                  Listen, God Is Calling   RED ELW #513 
             (Vs. 1, 4 & 5) 
 

Refrain 

 (Listen,) 

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 

 (Listen,)  

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
 

1 (Jesus gave his mandate:) 

 share the good news 

 (that he came to save us) 

 and set us free.  Refrain 
 

2 (Let none be forgotten) 

 throughout the world. 

 (In the triune name of God) 

 go and baptize.  Refrain 
 

 

 

 



3 (Help us to be faithful,) 

 standing steadfast, 

 (walking in your precepts,) 

 led by your Word.  Refrain 
 

Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922 

Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
One License #01607 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE—Glory be to God in Heaven        RED ELW page 204 
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

O God our defender,  
storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 
FIRST READING:  1 Kings 19:9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah 
that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed 
Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 
 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about 
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are 
you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God 
of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 



killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take 
it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of 
Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall 
kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 
and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 85:8-13 
 8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to 
you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land. 
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. 

 
SECOND READING:  Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in 
the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving 
actions. 
 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 



dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses 
with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him 
will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
PLEASE RISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                Alleluia   RED ELW page 205 
 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:22-33 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite 
their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they 
are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 
 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 
Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, 
he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 
alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the 



wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on 
the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 
and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON ON THE STEPS 

 
SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY          How Firm a Foundation    RED ELW #796 
 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 

 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 

 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 

 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 

 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 



4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 

 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 

 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 
 

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 

Public Domain 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

 
 
OFFERING                  As Torrents In Summer 

One License #232225              

 
OFFERING HYMN         Praise and Thanksgiving   RED ELW #689 

            (Vs. 1) 

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 

 for all things living, you have made good: 

 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 

 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
  

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. 

Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.  

One License #13262 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
HOLY HOLY HOLY            RED ELW page 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord, Jesus Christ took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the      
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

 
COMMUNION             
(Zion practices an open table. God welcomes everyone to come forward. Young children may 
receive bread and a blessing. If you prefer not to receive, fold your hands and receive a blessing. 
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please ask your servers.  Come to the Lord’s 
table and share in the feast!)  

 
LAMB OF GOD                         RED ELW page 208 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
  

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
 

 



O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION        Prayer 

One License #178857           

 

Beautiful Savior 
Public Domain  

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 



CLOSING HYMN              God, Whose Almighty Word    RED ELW #673 
 

1 God, whose almighty word 

 chaos and darkness heard 

 and took their flight: 

 hear us, we humbly pray, 

 and where the gospel day 

 sheds not its glorious ray, 

 let there be light. 
 

2 Christ, who once came to bring, 
 on your redeeming wing, 

 healing and sight; 

 health to the troubled mind, 

 sight where illusions blind; 
 oh, now to humankind 

 let there be light. 
 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 

 life-giving, holy dove, 

 speed forth your flight; 

 move on the water's face 

 bearing the lamp of grace, 

 and in earth's darkest place 

 let there be light. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 Holy and blessed three, 

 glorious Trinity, 

 Wisdom, Love, Might: 

 boundless as ocean's tide, 

 rolling in fullest pride, 

 through the earth, far and wide, 

 let there be light. 
 

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. 

Public Domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
 Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE                    Festival March 

             Public Domain 
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Thank you to Pastor Richard Braun for leading us in worship this morning. 

 
Hunger Jar for the month of August is designated to Sibley County 
FoodShare. 

  
CampHouse Ordinary Time—August 13-16. Sign up on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. 

  
Pictures for the Announcements:  What are you doing this summer?  Send a 
picture into the office to be included on the announcement slides. 
  

Date 

 Weekly 
Operating 
Offerings  

 Weekly 
Operating 
Goal  

 ELCA 
Missions  

 Hunger 
Jar   Parking Lot   

8/3/2026  $ 1,396.11         $ 4,429.15  

8/2/2026  $ 2,612.00   $ 4,038.31   $ 37.00   $   41.00   $      50.00  

 
 

Welcome Guests!   

Please sign the visitor book in the entrance to the sanctuary.       

We are glad you are here! 

Weekly Announcements 

Please keep these family, friends and members in your  
prayers:  Dilshad and Sonya Perani, Gary Revier and Deb Otto 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion Lutheran Church services can be viewed on: 
  

YouTube at 

www.youtube.com 

Search:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

www.zionarlington.org 

Worship Assistants 

 
Pr. Gretchen will be out of the office 

Monday, August 3 – Sunday, August 16. 
If you have a pastoral need please contact:  

  
Pastor Kay Rohloff  

(Immanuel/New Auburn) 
507-339-7947 

August 9 

Usher:  Carrie Bartlette, Alex Battcher 

 Wayne & Ann Werner 

Greeter:  Carrie Bartlette 

Acolyte:  Murdock Krueger 

Reader:  Stephanie Krueger 

AV Team:  Elton Hazelwood  

& Tim Michaelis 

Altar Guild:  Bruce & Mary Kallhoff 

Bread Maker:  Carrie Bartlette 

August 16 

Usher: John & Lana Woehler 

 Dale & Laurie Stern 

Greeter:  Hannah Bartlette 

Acolyte:  Emmilia Wark 

Reader:  Larrry Gieseke 

AV Team:  Jeremiah Vazquez  

& Jan Giesen 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

This Week at Zion: 

  

Sunday, August 9  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 
  

Tuesday, August 11  10:00a  Quilting 
 

Wednesday, August 12 6:00p  Committee Meeting 

    7:00p  Church Council 
 

Thursday, August 13  10:00a  Adult Bible Study 

 

August 13 – 16    Camp House Retreat 
 

Sunday, August 9  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 

  

  

LSS Meals on Wheels Monday—Friday 9:00a—12:00p 


