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In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink 
without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the 

eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we 
share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 

  

  
 
PRELUDE               Aria 

Public Domain 
 

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
One License #263641 

 
WELCOME 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 



Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN      Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness   RED ELW #843 
                 (Vs. 1 & 3) 
 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

 with a liberating light; 

 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 

 turning blindness into sight. 

 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 

 healing ev'ry dread disease, 

 calming storms and feeding thousands 

 with the very bread of peace. 
 

3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 

 Christ, who suffered in our place; 

 Jesus died and rose for many  

 that we may know God by grace. 

 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  

 seeing what our God has done. 

 Praise the one redeeming glory;  

 praise the One who makes us one. 
 

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 

Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #3386431 

 



GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE—Glory be to God in Heaven        RED ELW page 204 
 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Glorious God,  
your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with 
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and 
with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 



 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:1-5 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to 
make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to 
Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in 
which God has glorified Israel. 
 

 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 
  come to the waters; 
 and you who have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 



PSALM:  Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9 LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works. 
 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16 You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17 You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works. 
 18 You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 
 19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. 
 20 You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever. 

 
SECOND READING:  Romans 9:1-5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s 
saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s 
children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and 
receiving divine promises. 
 

1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and 
sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them 
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is 
over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.  



PLEASE RISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                Alleluia   RED ELW page 205 
 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:13-21 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for 
others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his 
greatest miracles. 
 
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from 
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, 
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the 
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 
the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to 
eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he 
said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke 
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON ON THE STEPS 

 
SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY               Break Now the Bread of Life   RED ELW #515 
                 (Vs. 1 & 3) 
 
1 Break now the bread of life, 

 dear Lord, to me, 

 as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 

 Beyond the sacred page 

 I seek you, Lord; 

 my spirit waits for you, 

 O living Word. 
 

3 You are the bread of life, 

 dear Lord, to me, 
 your holy word the truth that rescues me. 

 Give me to eat and live 

 with you above; 

 teach me to love your truth, 

 for you are love. 
 

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt. 

One License #97988 & Public Domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 
 
 



 
 
OFFERING                   O God of Mercy, God of Light 

One License #292648    

 
OFFERING HYMN         Praise and Thanksgiving   RED ELW #689 

            (Vs. 1) 
  

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 

 for all things living, you have made good: 

 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 

 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
  

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. 

Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.  

One License #13262 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
PREFACE 
HOLY HOLY HOLY            RED ELW page 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord, Jesus Christ took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the      
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

 
COMMUNION             
(Zion practices an open table. God welcomes everyone to come forward. Young children may 
receive bread and a blessing. If you prefer not to receive, fold your hands and receive a blessing. 
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please ask your servers.  Come to the Lord’s 
table and share in the feast!)  

 
LAMB OF GOD                         RED ELW page 208 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
  

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
  

 



O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION             I Need Thee, Every Hour 

  One License #1175981 

 

Beautiful Savior 
Public Domain  

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 



CLOSING HYMN              Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   RED ELW #674 
                 (Vs. 1 & 3) 
  
 1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 

 reaching out with a shout of joy: 

 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 

Refrain 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

 gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

 God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 
 

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 
Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #178577 

 
DISMISSAL 
 Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE               Praise to the Lord 

One License #149262 
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Hunger Jar for the month of August is designated to Sibley County 
FoodShare. 

  
CampHouse Ordinary Time—August 13-16. Sign up on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. 

  
Pictures for the Announcements:  What are you doing this summer?  Send a 
picture into the office to be included on the announcement slides. 

 
Zion’s contribution to the Water’s Edge Ministries Quilt Auction, “Farmer’s 
Prayer”, raised $300.  Thank you to everyone who donated and helped with 
our contribution.   
  

 
 
 
 

Welcome Guests!   

Please sign the visitor book in the entrance to the sanctuary.       

We are glad you are here! 

Weekly Announcements 
Please keep these family, friends and members in your  
prayers:  Dilshad and Sonya Perani, Gary Revier and Deb Otto 



 
 
 

Date 

Weekly 
Operating 
Offerings 

Weekly 
Operating 
Goal 

Debt 
Retirement 

ELCA 
Missions Hunger 

Jar 
Parking 
Lot 

7/26/2026  $  1,633.00   $  4,038.31   $      400.00   $   25.00   $   31.92  
 $    
260.00  

Paypal  $     300.00       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church services can be viewed on: 
  

YouTube at 

www.youtube.com 

Search:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

www.zionarlington.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Assistants 

August 2 

Usher:  Jane Scharpe, Dave Breyer 

 Jan Wark, Scott Bergs 

Greeter:  Jackie Alsleben 

Acolyte:  Coooper Heeren 

Reader:  Scott Bergs 

AV Team:  Joe Prasad  

& Elton Hazelwood 

Altar Guild:  Nancy Mathwig 

& Jane Scharpe 

Bread Maker:  Carrie Bartlette 

 
Pr. Gretchen will be out of the office 

Monday, August 3 – Sunday, August 16. 
If you have a pastoral need please contact:  

  
Pastor Kay Rohloff  

(Immanuel/New Auburn) 
507-339-7947 

August 9 

Usher:  Carrie Bartlette, Alex Battcher 

 Wayne & Ann Werner 

Greeter:  Carrie Bartlette 

Acolyte:  Murdock Krueger 

Reader:  Stephanie Krueger 

AV Team:  Elton Hazelwood  

& Tim Michaelis 

Altar Guild:  Bruce & Mary Kallhoff 

Bread Maker:  Carrie Bartlette 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

This Week at Zion: 

  

  

Sunday, August 2  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 
  

Thursday, August 6  10:00a  Adult Bible Study 

 

Sunday, August 9  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 

  

  

LSS Meals on Wheels Monday—Friday 9:00a—12:00p 

 


