
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 

June 21, 2026  
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God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain 
of rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that 
his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for 
each hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and 
death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross 
and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world. 

 

 
PRELUDE          Truth Divine 

Arr. Josef Haydn 
Public Domain 

 

My Faith In Thee Is Sure 
Arr. Alexander Schreiner 

One License #241605 

 
WELCOME 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN          We Know That Christ is Raised   RED ELW #449 
               (Vs. 1 & 4) 
 

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
 Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 
 and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 
 Hallelujah! 
 

4 A new creation comes to life and grows 
 as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 
 The universe restored and whole will sing: 
 Hallelujah! 
 
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932 
Text © John B. Geyer  
One License #403441 & #683CW23 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE           We Praise You, O God   RED ELW #870 
               (Vs. 1 & 3) 
 

1 We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator; 
 in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
 We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 
 we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 
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3 With voices united our praises we offer 
 and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
 With you, Lord, beside us,  
       your strong arm will guide us. 
 To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise! 
 
Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963 
Public Domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray,  
Teach us, good Lord God,  
to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to 
heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, 
except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and          
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies 
and commits his life into God’s hands. 
 

 7 O Lord, you have enticed me, 
  and I was enticed; 
 you have overpowered me, 
  and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock all day long; 
  everyone mocks me. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
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 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; 
  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
 For the word of the Lord has become for me 
  a reproach and derision all day long. 
 9 If I say, “I will not mention him 
  or speak any more in his name,” 
 then within me there is something like a burning fire 
  shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, 
  and I cannot. 
 10 For I hear many whispering: 
  “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
  All my close friends 
  are watching for me to stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 
  and we can prevail against him 
  and take our revenge on him.” 
 11 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
  and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, 
  for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor 
  will never be forgotten. 
 12 O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; 
  you see the heart and the mind; 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 

 13 Sing to the Lord; 
  praise the Lord! 
 For he has delivered the life of the needy 
  from the hands of evildoers. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18 
 7 Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, 
  and shame has covered my face. 
 8 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, 
  an alien to my mother’s children. 
 9 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; 
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
 10 I humbled myself with fasting, 
  but that was turned to my reproach. 
  16 Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; 
  in your great compassion, turn to me. 
 17 Hide not your face from your servant; 
  be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
 18 Draw near to me and redeem me; 
  because of my enemies deliver me. 
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 6:1b-11 
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have 
been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin. 
 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can 
we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were bap-
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with 
him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once 
for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PLEASE RISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
            Halle, Halle, Hallelujah   RED ELW #172 

 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
 

One License #84967 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 10:24-39 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he 
assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the 
master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the mas-
ter. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household! 
 

  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and 
nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all 
counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I 
also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
 

  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace but a sword. 
 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 
 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
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37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take 
up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON ON THE STEPS 

 
SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY        O God, My Faithful God   RED ELW #806 
               (Vs. 1 & 3) 
 

1 O God, my faithful God, 
 true fountain ever flowing, 
 without whom nothing is, 
 all perfect gifts bestowing: 
 give me a healthy frame, 
 and may I have within 
 a conscience free from blame, 
 a soul unstained by sin. 
 

3 Keep me from saying words 
 that later need recalling; 
 guard me, lest idle speech 
 may from my lips be falling; 
 but when, within my place, 
 I must and ought to speak, 
 then to my words give grace, 
 lest I offend the weak. 
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
Public Domain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 

 

OFFERING        Faith Of Our Fathers 
Arr. Michael Burkhardt 

One License #102117   

OFFERING 
Gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
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OFFERING HYMN               Praise and Thanksgiving   RED ELW #689 
                      (Vs. 1) 
 

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
 for all things living, you have made good: 
 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. 
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.  
One License #13262 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Loving God, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our hands. 
Signs of your gracious love.  
Help us share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                       Faith of Our Fathers   RED ELW #812 
               (Vs. 1 & 3) 
 

1 Faith of our fathers, living still 
 in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 
 Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 
 whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
 

Refrain 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
 we will be true to thee till death. 
 

3 Faith of our fathers! We will love 
 both friend and foe in all our strife; 
 proclaim thee too, as love knows how, 
 by saving word and faithful life.   Refrain 
 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 
Public Domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE            Toccata in F Major 

Arr. Dietrich Buxtehude 
One License #110801        

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Weekly Announcements  

 
Hunger Jar for the month of June is designated to Feed My Starving           
Children. 
 
 
Clattering Coins for Christ is this morning. 
 
 
Coffee Hour—The confirmation youth have indicated they would like to go 
to Confirmation Camp at Camp House in 2027.  They are looking to raise    
money to attend Camp.  The proceeds from  Coffee Hour from March 
through June have been designated for Camp.   
 
 
Feed My Starving Children—Monday, July 27.  Packing session from              
5-6:15pm.  Sign up on the clipboard near Pr. Gretchen’s office.   
 
 
CampHouse Ordinary Time—August 13-16. Sign up on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. 
 
 

Please keep these family, friends and members in your       

prayers:  Dilshad & Sonya Perani, Gary Revier and Deb Otto 

Welcome Guests!   

Please sign the visitor book in the entrance to the sanctuary.       

We are glad you are here! 
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Pastor Gretchen Pierskalla 
 

952-237-1060 
pastor@zionarlington.org 

 

Hours for the week of  June 21 

Monday, June 22—12p-4p 

Tuesday, June 23—12p-4p 

by appointment 

 

Stacy’s Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday, 2:30p-5:00p 

Pr. Gretchen will be out of the office Wednesday, June 24—
Saturday, June 27.  If you have a pastoral need please contact  

Pastor Erik Karlson 507-766-5870 

Christ Lutheran/Glencoe 

The Water’s Edge Ministries (formerly GLLM) Quilt is finished and ready to 
be donated to the Quilt Auction on July 24-25 at Green Lake Bible Camp.  
This years 60” x 74” quilt is called “Farmers Prayer” and is a tribute to       
hard-working farm families that tend our land, including farm imagery and 
Bible verses. 
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Worship Assistants  

Zion Lutheran Church                                                                                
814 West Brooks St. P.O. Box 371                                                                    

Arlington, MN 55307                                                                                                    
Church: 507-964-5454 

Email:  zion.elca.814@gmail.com 
 Web:  zionarlington.org  //  YouTube:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

Date 

Weekly 
Operating 
Offerings  

Weekly 
Operating 
Goal  

Debt      
Retirement  

 ELCA 
Missions  

Hunger 
Jar  

Parking 
Lot   

6/14/2026  $  3,063.00   $  4,038.31   $        25.00   $    125.00   $   26.00   $       85.00  

June 21 
Usher: Brad & Brenda Danielson 
 Nick Schiroo, Peg Kamps  
Greeter:  Lorraine Mielke 
Acolyte:  Jack Ruehling 
Reader:  Brad Danielson 
AV Team:  Joe Prasad  
  & Jeremiah Vazquez 
 

June 28 
Usher:  Neil & Lorraine Mielke 
  Cindy Quast, Scott Bergs 
Greeter:  Mary Sylwester 
Acolyte:  Daphne Hazelwood 
Reader:  Janet Rowe 
AV Team:  Tim Michaelis 
  & Elton Hazelwood 
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Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

This Week at Zion: 

 

Sunday, June 21   9:00a  Worship  

       Clattering Coins for Christ 
 

Thursday, June 25  10:00a  Adult Bible Study 
 

Sunday, June 28    9:00a  Contemporary Worship 

 

LSS Meals on Wheels Monday—Friday 9:00a—12:00p 


