
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

January 4, 2026  
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The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebra-
tion of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that 
glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the 
magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed 

and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of 
Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 

 
PRELUDE           Brightest and Best of the Star of the Morning 

Arr. Wilbur Held 
One License #10-206-2 

 

How Brightly Shines the Morning Star 
Arr. Wilbur Held 

One License #10-206 
 

Trumpet Tune on “March of the Kings” 
Arr. Gordon Young 

One License #13892      

 
WELCOME 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform 
our grief, pain, and despair. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 

 
HYMN           O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright   RED ELW #308 
               (Vs. 1 & 3) 
 

1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
 You shine with God's own truth and light, 
 aglow with grace and mercy! 
 Of Jacob's line, King David's son, 
 our Lord and Savior, you have won 
 our hearts to serve you only! 
 Lowly, holy! 
 Great and glorious, 
 all victorious, 
 rich in blessing! 
 Rule and might o'er all possessing! 
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3 Lord, when you look on us in love, 
 at once there falls from God above 
 a ray of purest pleasure. 
 Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
 refresh our souls with heav'nly food. 
 You are our dearest treasure! 
 Let your mercy 
 warm and cheer us! 
 Oh, draw near us! 
 For you teach us 
 God's own love through you has reached us. 
 
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

O God,  
on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now 
by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of 
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s pres-
ence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will 
come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 
 

 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2 For darkness shall cover the earth 
  and thick darkness the peoples, 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3 Nations shall come to your light 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together; they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 
 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
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PSALM:  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
 1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2 that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
 11 May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 
 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 3:1-12 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel min-
istry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s 
promised salvation. 
 
1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gen-
tiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was giv-
en me for you 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 
above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understand-
ing of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known 
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to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly plac-
es. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in 
him. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PLEASE RISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Alleluia   RED ELW page 142 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 2:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers 
from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling to-
gether all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
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 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON ON THE STEPS 

 
SERMON      

 
HYMN OF THE DAY        I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   RED ELW #815 
 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
 I want to follow Jesus. 
 God set the stars to give light to the world. 
 The star of my life is Jesus. 
 

Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
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2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
 I want to look at Jesus. 
 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
 and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 
 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
 I want to be with Jesus. 
 When we have run with patience the race, 
 we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 
 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.  
CCLI #89848 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

 

 
OFFERING        O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Arr. David Cherwien 
One License #1038449 

 
OFFERING HYMN            Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful   RED ELW #182 
 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
One License #37488 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.   
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of glory, 
great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
HOLY HOLY HOLY          RED ELW page 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord, Jesus Christ took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the      
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God is now in flesh appearing. 
Come to the feast of joy! 

 
COMMUNION             

(Zion practices an open table. God welcomes everyone to come forward. Young children may 
receive bread and a blessing. If you prefer not to receive, fold your hands and receive a blessing. 
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please ask your servers.  Come to the Lord’s 
table and share in the feast!)  

 
LAMB OF GOD          RED ELW page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 



13 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION            Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
Arr. Michael Burkhardt 

One License #10-137.2 
 

The Child 
Arr. Gordon Young 

One License #28272 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 
The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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CLOSING HYMN     We Three Kings of Orient Are   WOV #646 
               (Vs. 1 & 5) 
          
1 We three kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
 following yonder star. 
 

 
Refrain 
 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
 star with royal beauty bright; 
 westward leading, still proceeding, 
 guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, 
 King and God and Sacrifice; 
 heav’n sings alleluia: 
 alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 
 
Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE                 We Three Kings 

Arr. Gordon Young 
One License #207502   
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Weekly Announcements  

 
Hunger Jar for the month of January is designated to Sibley County          
FoodShare. 
 
 
Directory Updates—Please get any updates including physical address, 
mailing  address, phone number or email address to Stacy.  We are  starting 
to look ahead to the Annual Report. 
 
 
Nominating Committee—is still looking for a council secretary, two for the 
nominating committee and a Sunday School Superintendent.  Please         
consider serving on one of these positions.  See Larry Gieseke, Joe Prasad, 
Nancy Mathwig, Wendy Kube, Jane Scharpe or Pr. Gretchen. 
 
 
AGAPE CONCERT—Wednesday, January 28, Hutchinson Event Center.  We 
will leave Zion at 5:00pm.  See Pr. Gretchen for details. 

Please keep these family, friends and members in your       

prayers:  Dilshad & Sonya Perani, Gary Revier, Deb Otto and 

Marlene Fure 

Welcome Guests!   

Please sign the visitor book in the entrance to the sanctuary.       

We are glad you are here! 
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NOTICE OF 

Zion Annual Meeting 

 

Sunday, January 11, 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda, minutes, and proposed budget will be 

placed in church mailbox prior to meeting date. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

814 W Brooks Street, PO Box 371 

Arlington, MN 55307 

507-964-5454 

Email:  zion.elca.814@gmail.com 

www.zionarlington.org 

9:00 am Call to Order 

Recessed and 

Reconvened Following Church Service 

mailto:zion.elca.814@gmail.com
http://www.zionarlington.org
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Pastor Gretchen Pierskalla 
 

952-237-1060 
pastor@zionarlington.org 

 

Hours for the week of  January 4 

by appointment 

 

Stacy’s Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday, 2:30p-5:00p 
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Zion Lutheran Church                                                                                
814 West Brooks St. P.O. Box 371                                                                    

Arlington, MN 55307                                                                                                    
Church: 507-964-5454 

Email:  zion.elca.814@gmail.com 
 Web:  zionarlington.org  //  YouTube:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

Worship Assistants 

January 4 
Usher: Deb Stenzel, Starla Schilling 
 Mary Lietz, Nancy Mathwig 
Greeter:  Cindy Quast 
Acolyte:  Murdock Krueger 
Reader:  Brenda Danielson 
AV Team:  Joe Prasad & 
  Elton Hazelwood 
Altar Guild:  Peg Kamps, 
  Nancy Mathwig 
Bread Making:  Jackie Alsleben 
Paraments:  Stacy Haggenmiller 

January 11 
Usher: Wendy Kube, Cindy Quast 
 Neil & Lorraine Mielke 
Greeter:  Rich & Roseann Nagel 
Acolyte:  Grant Schauer 
Reader:  Scott Bergs 
AV Team:  Joe Prasad &  
  Tim Michaelis 
Altar Guild:  Lorraine Mielke,  
  Betty Rud 
Bread Making:  Jackie Alsleben 
Paraments:  Stacy Haggenmiller 
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Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

This Week at Zion: 

 

 

Sunday, January 4  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 

    10:00a  Sunday School 

 

Wednesday, January 7  4-5:30p  6th, 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 

    6:30-8p  9th Grade Confirmation 
 

Thursday, January 8  10:00a  Adult Bible Study 

    6:30p  Committee Night  
 

Sunday, January 11  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 

    10:00a  ANNUAL MEETING 

     10:00a  Sunday School 

 

 

LSS Meals on Wheels Monday—Friday 9:00a—12:00p 


