
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 5, 2025  



2 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of 
faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the 
life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word 

read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them.  
Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 
PRELUDE        Partita on Crucifer, arr. Charles Callahan 
                            One License #98318 

 
WELCOME 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no    
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy    
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN             I Love to Tell the Story   RED ELW #661 
               (Vs. 1 & 2) 
 

1 I love to tell the story 
 of unseen things above, 
 of Jesus and his glory, 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 I love to tell the story, 
 because I know it's true; 
 it satisfies my longings 
 as nothing else would do. 
 

Refrain 
 I love to tell the story; 
 'twill be my theme in glory 
 to tell the old, old story 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 

2 I love to tell the story: 
 how pleasant to repeat 
 what seems, each time I tell it, 
 more wonderfully sweet! 
 I love to tell the story, 
 for some have never heard 
 the message of salvation 
 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 
 
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 
Public Domain 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE        Kyrie Eleison   RED ELW page #184 
 

Refrain 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE           Let Us Break Bread Together   RED ELW #471 
 

 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain 
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Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 
Public Domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Benevolent, merciful God:  
When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are 
cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
FIRST READING:  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to       
lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain     
indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
 
1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 

 2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
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 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4 So the law becomes slack, 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous; 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2 Then the Lord answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 
 4 Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 37:1-9 
 1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
 3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
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 4 Take delight in the Lord, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire. 
 5 Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, 
  and see what God will do. 
6 The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
 7 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil 
schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
 9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land. 

 
SECOND READING:  2 Timothy 1:1-14 
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship 
and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise 
that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 
  2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, 
I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is 
within you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cow-
ardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
  8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, 
but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own pur-
pose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 
but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this 
gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I 
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suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, 
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to 
him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PLEASE RISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Alleluia   RED ELW page 142 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL:  Luke 17:5-10 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the 
duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose ac-
tions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith 
the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and plant-
ed in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 
Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve 
me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for do-
ing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were or-
dered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have 
done!’ ” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON ON THE STEPS—Blessing of the Animals 

 
SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                  Just s I Am, without One Plea   RED ELW #592 
           (Vs. 1, 3 & 4) 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea, 
 but that thy blood was shed for me, 
 and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
 wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
 because thy promise I believe, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
 

4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 
 has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
 now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 
Public Domain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. 
Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

 
 
OFFERING         Be Thou My Vision, arr. David Cherwien 
                        One License #10-738.1     

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.   
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OFFERING HYMN            Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful   RED ELW #182 
 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
One License #37488 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
HOLY HOLY HOLY          RED ELW page 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord, Jesus Christ took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the      
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 

 
COMMUNION             

(Zion practices an open table. God welcomes everyone to come forward. Young children may 
receive bread and a blessing. If you prefer not to receive, fold your hands and receive a blessing. 
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please ask your servers.  Come to the Lord’s 
table and share in the feast!)  
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LAMB OF GOD          RED ELW page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION          My Faith Looks Up to Thee, arr. Albin C. Whitworth 
                           One License #694406 
 

                 Beautiful Savior 
                    Public Domain 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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CLOSING HYMN      Lift High the Cross   RED ELW #660 
               (Vs. 1 & 4) 
 

Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #5169 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE         Hymnus, arr. A. Von Fielitz 
                           One License #206759
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Weekly Announcements  

 
Hunger Jar for the month of October is designated to Feed My Starving   
Children 
 
 
Sunday, October 12th, Elephant Joe’s coffee truck will be in the parking lot 
of  Maverick gas station on the corner of Highway 5 and Main Street           
8:00 -11:00 am. They have more options than coffee if you aren’t a coffee 
drinker. We hope that everyone will have an Elephant Joe’s cup in their hand 
at worship! 
 
 
Nativity Collection Tour 
Do you have a collection of Nativity sets? The Stewardship Board is planning 
a Nativity Collection Tour in the basement at Zion the day of Arlidazzle. We 
would love to see everyone’s beautiful displays. The plan is to have everyone 
set up their own display for the community to walk through to look at them.  
Please see one of the Stewardship board members for details:  
Starla Schilling, Jane Scharpe,  Jackie Alsleben, Mary Kallhoff, Pam Schiroo 
or  Janet Rowe. 

Please keep these family, friends and members in your       

prayers:  Dilshad & Sonya Perani, Gary Revier, Deb Otto and 

Marlene Fure 

Welcome Guests!   

Please sign the visitor book in the entrance to the sanctuary.       

We are glad you are here! 



17 



18 

Pastor Gretchen Pierskalla 
 

952-237-1060 
pastor@zionarlington.org 

 

Hours for the week of  October 5 

Wednesday, October 8—12p-8:30p 

Thursday, October 9—10a—4p 

Or by appointment 

 

Stacy’s Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday, 2:30p-5:00p 

Pr. Gretchen will be out of the office Sunday, October 5—Tuesday, 

October 7 at the Fall Theological Conference in Spicer.     

If you have a pastoral need please contact  

Pastor Joy Bruder—952-261-4474 
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Zion Lutheran Church                                                                                
814 West Brooks St. P.O. Box 371                                                                    

Arlington, MN 55307                                                                                                    
Church: 507-964-5454 

Email:  zion.elca.814@gmail.com 
 Web:  zionarlington.org  //  YouTube:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

Worship Assistants 

Zion Lutheran Church services can be viewed on: 
 

YouTube at 

www.youtube.com 
Search:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

www.zionarlington.org 

October 5 
Usher:  Wayne & Ann Werner 
 Mary Lietz, Nancy Mathwig 
Greeter:  Tim & Stacy Haggenmiller 
Acolyte:  Jack Ruehling 
Reader:  Brenda Danielson 
AV Team:  Joe Prasad &  
  Elton Hazelwood 
Altar Guild:  Wayne & Ann Werner 
Bread Maker:  Larry Schiroo 
Paraments:  Jackie Alsleben 

October 12 
Usher:  Francis Rowe, Diane Wink 
 Dale & Laurie Stern 
Greeter:  Brad Danielson 
Acolyte:  Jeremiah Vazquez 
Reader:  Scott Bergs 
AV Team:  Joe Prasad &  
  Tim Michaelis 
Altar Guild:  Jackie Alsleben,  
  Stacy Haggenmiller 
Bread Maker:  Larry Schiroo 
Paraments:  Jackie Alsleben 
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Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

This Week at Zion: 

 

 

Sunday, October 5  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 

       Blessing of the Animals 

    10:00a  Sunday School 

    10:00a  Informational Meeting for Jr. High Youth Gathering 

 

October 5—October 7  Pr. Gretchen at Fall Theological Conference/Spicer, MN 

 

Tuesday, October 7  10:00a  Tuesday Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, October 8  7:00p  Church Council 
 

Thursday, October 9  10:00a  Adult Bible Study 

 

Saturday, October 11  11-:30a  WELCA Minnesota Valley Conference Meeting 

       Immanuel, New Auburn 
 

Sunday, October 12  9:00a  Worship w/ Holy Communion 

     10:00a  Sunday School 

 

LSS Meals on Wheels Monday—Friday 9:00a—12:00p 


