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The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is 
not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The 
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

 
PRELUDE                My Faith in Thee Is Sure, arr. Alexander Schreiner 

One License #241605 

 
Lord Whose Love in Humble Service, arr. David Cherwien 

One License #995026        

 
WELCOME 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no    
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy    
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN          Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying    RED ELW #752 
             (sing twice) 
 

 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #22829 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE        Kyrie Eleison   RED ELW page #184 
 

Refrain 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 
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That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
(Refrain) 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE           Let Us Break Bread Together   RED ELW #471 
 

 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 
Public Domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

O God,  
overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go 
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is    
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. 
Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people.     
Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for 
them. 
 
7 The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the 
way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, 
how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against 
them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.” 
  11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the 
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring  
disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how 
you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your                   

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
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descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the Lord changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 51:1-10 
 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3 For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
 5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9 Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
SECOND READING:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice 
especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once           
persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses 
to the grace of God. 
 
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he         
considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had 
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acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full               
acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the 
foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to those who would 
come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
PLEASE RISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Alleluia   RED ELW page 142 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL:  Luke 15:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and    
sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God 
that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 
  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and   
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 
one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders 
and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. 
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  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON ON THE STEPS 

 
SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY          Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   RED ELW #712 
                      (Vs. 1 , 3 & 4) 
 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
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4 Called by worship to your service, 
 forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged,  
 love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, 
 counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
 may your mercy know and live. 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.  
CCLI #5190106 & Public Domain 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. 
Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
 

 
OFFERING            The Ash Grove, arr. Wilbur Held 

One License #10-842.3 

 
OFFERING HYMN            Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful   RED ELW #182 
 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
One License #37488 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.   
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PREFACE 
HOLY HOLY HOLY          RED ELW page 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord, Jesus Christ took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the      
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 

 
COMMUNION             

(Zion practices an open table. God welcomes everyone to come forward. Young children may 
receive bread and a blessing. If you prefer not to receive, fold your hands and receive a blessing. 
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please ask your servers.  Come to the Lord’s 
table and share in the feast!)  

 
LAMB OF GOD          RED ELW page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION         The Ash Grove, arr. Wilbur Held 

One License #178857 
 

Beautiful Savior 
Public Domain 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
INSTALLATION & BLESSING OF SUNDAY SCHOOL & CONFIRMATION TEACHERS 
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BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
CLOSING HYMN            Sent Forth by God’s Blessing   RED ELW #547 
 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 
Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved.  
One License #40362 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE           Harlech, arr . Wilbur Held 
                     One License #10-842—6
                 

Acknowledgements: 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.                                                                 
All rights reserved. 

License #SB122759—11/30/2025 
 

One License #A-732489 
4/15/2025 for ELW hymns 

All rights reserved. 
 

CCLI License #20990483 
Copyright License + Streaming License—2/28/2026 

All rights reserved. 
 

Church ArtPro 
Account #73982207—6/30/2025 
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Weekly Announcements  

 
Hunger Jar for the month of September is designated to Sibley County          
Foodshare. 
 
 
Who wants to sit “up high” in the balcony...sipping coffee...looking busy…
and serving as part of the AV Team? 
You Do!  Consider working with us—you will enjoy it! 
See Joe, Tim, Jan, Elton or Pastor Gretchen for more information. 
 
 
Sunday School begins today! 
 
 
God’s Work Our Hands projects will be available after church.  Please stay 
and help with Global Health Ministry’s Bandage Rolling or Lutheran World      
Relief’s Backpack packing.   

 
 

Please keep these family, friends and members in your       

prayers:  Dilshad & Sonya Perani, Gary Revier, Deb Otto and 

Marlene Fure 

Welcome Guests!   

Please sign the visitor book in the entrance to the sanctuary.       

We are glad you are here! 
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Clattering Coins for Christ will be on Sunday, September 21.  Coins will be 
given to Sibley County FoodShare. 
 

 

The Nominating Committee will be meeting on Monday, September 29       
at 6:30p. 
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Pastor Gretchen Pierskalla 
 

952-237-1060 
pastor@zionarlington.org 

 

Hours for the week of  September 14 

Thursday, September 18  - 10a—9pm 

Or by appointment 

 

Stacy’s Office Hours 

Monday, 9:00a-12p 

Tuesday—Thursday, 2:30p-5:00p 

Pr. Gretchen will be out of the office 

Monday, September 15—Wednesday, September 17.   

If you have a pastoral need please contact  

Pastor Erik Karlson 507-766-5870 
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Zion Lutheran Church                                                                                
814 West Brooks St. P.O. Box 371                                                                    

Arlington, MN 55307                                                                                                    
Church: 507-964-5454 

Email:  zion.elca.814@gmail.com 
 Web:  zionarlington.org  //  YouTube:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

Worship Assistants 

Zion Lutheran Church services can be viewed on: 
 

YouTube at 

www.youtube.com 
Search:  Zion ELCA Arlington MN 

www.zionarlington.org 

September 14 
Ushers:  Rich Nagel, Larry Gieseke 
 Jane Scharpe, Dave Breyer 
Greeter:  Gordon & Barb Bergs 
Acolyte:  Daphne Hazelwood 
Reader:  Laurie Stern 
AV Team:  Tim Michaelis & 
  Elton Hazelwood 
Altar Guild:  Larry & Pam Schiroo 
Bread Maker:  Jane Scharpe 

September 21 
Ushers:  Mary Sylwester, Cindy Quast   
 Starla Schilling, Larry Klunder 
Greeter:  Mary Lietz 
Acolyte:  Alice Foss 
Reader:  Mary Sylwester 
AV Team:  Tim Michaelis  & Joe Prasad 
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Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

This Week at Zion: 

 

 

Sunday, September 14  9:00a  Worship w/Holy Communion 

       God’s Work Our Hands 

    10:00a  Sunday School 

 

September 14-September 17   Pr. Gretchen at Systems Academy in Chicago 
 

Thursday, September 18  10:00a  Adult Bible Study 

    11:00a  Prayer Shawl 

    6:30p  Harvest Supper Committee Meeting 

    7:00p  ZCW General Meeting 

 

Saturday, September 20  8:00a  Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

Sunday, September 21  9:00a  Worship 

       Clattering Coins for Christ 

     10:00a  Sunday School 

 

 


